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MINUTES OF THE WORK MEETING OF THE GRANTSVILLE CITY COUNCIL, 

HELD ON MAY 4, 2021 AT THE GRANTSVILLE CITY HALL, 429 EAST MAIN 

STREET, GRANTSVILLE, UTAH AND ON ZOOM.  THE MEETING BEGAN AT 6:00 

P.M. 

Mayor and Council Members Present:   

Mayor Brent Marshall  

Scott Stice 

Krista Sparks 

Jewel Allen 

Darrin Rowberry 

 

Jeff Hutchins was excused 

 

Appointed Officers and Employees Present:   

Christine Webb, City Recorder 

Brett Coombs, City Attorney 

Kristy Clark, Zoning Administrator 

 

Citizens and Guests Present: 

Thomas Koester 

Yancy Koester 

Dean & Betty Matthews 

Marlo Meno 

Mary Chappell 

 There were many members of the community who attended the meeting through Zoom. 

 

AGENDA: 

 

1. Discussion with Lawrence Bros. Inc. regarding the rezone of 92.38 acres of land 

located between Hale Street and Burmester, south of Vegas Street to go from an A-

10 zone to an RR-1 zone. 

 

Mayor Marshall explained the Council wished to discuss what the property owners in this 

area of town are considering when they begin planning to develop their property in this 

area of the City.  They need to know what could take place in these areas to make sure 

the City will be able to provide services.  The Mayor reported that no decision would be 

made tonight. 

 

Councilman Stice commented this is a discussion.  He encouraged those present to speak 

up when recognized.  Mayor Marshall stated they would try to make sure that everyone 

present had the opportunity to be heard.    
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Matt Lawrence and David Lawrence, Jr. were present for Lawrence Bros. Inc.  Matt 

Lawrence stated the family is getting out of the farming business.  They wish to sell the 

property.  He explained they have no plans to develop the property; they want to sell it as 

one piece to a developer.  Mr. Lawrence reported the appraiser they talked to six months 

ago suggested they change the zone to one-acre lots because it will be more attractive to a 

buyer if the zoning has already been changed.  David Lawrence, Jr. added they are doing 

the leg work that would need to be done by a developer.  He felt they are still a few 

months out before they will be ready to sell the property. 

 

Mayor Marshall asked if the Lawrences were aware of the email the Council received 

from John Burr.  Mr. Burr owns a neighboring property.  Matt and David answered no, 

they were not aware of the email.  Mayor Marshall shared information from it.  Mr. Burr 

wrote that there was still livestock in this area.  He felt that if the area were to be rezoned, 

then it should not be given a zoning designation of anything less than the RR-2.5 zone.  

 

David Lawrence, Jr. remarked they were following the City’s Master Plan when they 

went with the RR-1 zoning designation.  He pointed out that if the developer wants to sell 

two acre lots, they can.  He added Lawrence Bros. Inc. are not in the developing business 

and those are developer questions.  Mr. Lawrence stated that he wanted to know what 

everyone’s concerns were.   

 

Matt Lawrence asked if the new homes recently built on Vegas Street were one acre lots.  

Mayor Marshall reported they were one acre lots, but they had the zoning approved by 

the Tooele County Commission prior to the property being annexed into Grantsville.  

Councilwoman Sparks stated the lots behind those are all five acre lots.  Mayor Marshall 

stated those lots probably would not have received one acre zoning if they did not already 

have the zoning from the County.  He pointed out there were a lot of people who were 

upset about that. 

 

Councilwoman Sparks inquired about the infrastructure.  Mayor Marshall answered 

currently there is not any real infrastructure in this areas other than some sewer.  He 

explained that if a lot of homes were built there, the water line would have to be upgraded 

at Clark Street and north Hale Street.  Councilman Stice commented the Council often 

has more information about a development when a developer applies for a rezone.  He 

reported a developer may apply for a zone change when the purchase is contingent on the 

City approving the rezone.  He pointed out that in this case, there is no plan for a 

development.  He felt the Council needed to know how many houses, etc. and how that 

will impact the City’s infrastructure.   

 

Matt Lawrence inquired if the City was looking at something similar to east Erda where 

there are large lots with the properties having a well and septic tanks.  David Lawrence, 

Jr. commented that he could not believe how many of these small towns are willing to 

deny their tax base.  He stated you have to have growth or you can’t keep up.  He 

reported they are just selling their property, but they want to look out for the best interests 
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of Grantsville.  Matt Lawrence asked what the hesitancy was for the Council.  

Councilman Stice answered it is the 200 acres of houses that the City needs to make sure 

the infrastructure is ready to handle.  David Lawrence commented this area is going to hit 

the market.  He asked why anybody would sit on a half million dollar asset when it only 

gives him a return of $5,000 per year.  He pointed out we are coming to that point all 

across agriculture in this area; there is no return on farming. 

 

Councilwoman Sparks explained that once the Council approves a one-acre zone change, 

then it is done and the City is stuck with that zone.  She stated that once the new owner 

comes in and meets all of the requirements for RR-1 if the Council does not approve the 

development, then the developer sues the City.  She commented there are areas where the 

Council does not want to approve a rezone or a proposed development because it is not 

congruent with what is around it.  She pointed out that as you move north down 

Burmester and Cooley Street you have more rural properties and they are more spread 

out.  She would love to see something more congruent with the neighboring properties.  

She pointed out that once the zone is changed, the Council’s hands are tied.  

   

Matt Lawrence asked what the chance would be for approval if a developer comes in next 

year for the zone change.  Councilman Stice answered that it would depend on the plan 

they propose for the property.  He suggested that they find a developer and then the 

developer can apply for a zone change because they will bring in a concept plan.   

 

Mayor Marshall explained when the General Plan was revised, they tried to make the lots 

at the north end of the community larger.  They did this because the ground is not as 

conducive to growing things.  He pointed out this area is suited to having livestock and if 

the lots are larger, then they will be able to do so.  They could have a horse or some cows 

or pigs and maybe have a small barnyard and they would have the acreage for it.  He 

added the south part of the community has ground soils that are much better for 

constructing homes on.  The south area also flows to the sewer plant better.  Mayor 

Marshall commented that there are many half-acre lots available, but not very many five-

acre lots.  He stated that when larger lots do go on the market, they sell rapidly.   

 

Councilwoman Sparks stated that sometimes a developer will come in and propose a 

P.U.D. (Planned Unit Development) where they show a variety of lots and different sizes 

of lots.  David Lawrence asked if this would hold up their annexation of the 200 acres to 

the north.  Mrs. Webb answered the hold up on their annexation is that it needs to be 

reviewed and approved by the County Surveyor before it can move forward.   

 

Mayor Marshall asked those present if anyone else had comments on the property near 

Burmester.  There were no comments offered.  

    

2. Discussion with Lawrence Bros. Inc. regarding the rezone of 63.45 acres of land 

between Hollywood and Pear Street to go from an A-10 zone to an R-1-21 zone. 
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Mayor Marshall stated this rezone is for a half-acre zone.  He reported Dean Matthews 

owns property in this area and has expressed interest in rezoning his property as well.  

Councilwoman Sparks commented this request is easier to consider.  Councilman Stice 

felt this fits the area better because there are houses all the way around it.  Mary Chapell 

and Marlo Meno were present and have a few pieces of property in this area.  They stated 

they have submitted an application for a rezone for their property.  Dean and Betty 

Matthews were also present.   

 

Marlo Meno explained she is looking at rezoning the ten acres around her house so her 

kids can build on the property.  She stated that she has no interest in developing the 

property for now.  Mayor Marshall asked about the property across from Willow 

Elementary School and what zone they are applying on it.  Mrs. Chapell answered they 

are requesting the half-acre zoning (R-1-21) for it.  Mr. Matthews would like the same 

zone for his property.  He pointed out that he does not wish to sell or develop his property 

at this time.   

 

The Council agreed that it was appropriate to rezone this area to the R-1-21 zone.  

Councilman Stice pointed out this is what is referred to as in-fill because we already have 

utilities in the area.  Councilwoman Allen stated she would like to see open space 

incorporated in any development for this area.   

 

Marlo Meno commented she felt this is where the homes belong.  She said that everyone 

seems to be really nervous about everyone moving here.  She stated that everyone is 

going to keep moving here.  She felt there was opportunity for public comment with the 

recent updating of the General Plan.  Mayor Marshall reported less than half a mile away 

there is an eleven acre park that has had over one million dollars dumped into it.  Mrs. 

Meno stated if they rezone everything this year, there will be complaints because people 

want to keep it rural, country, and farm land but people cannot make a living on farming.  

Councilwoman Sparks stated those who grew up here are not panicking, they have 

watched the City grow over the last twenty years.  It seems to be the recent move-ins who 

do not want any growth. 

 

Councilman Rowberry shared the experiences the Mayor and Council Members had 

while attending a recent conference.  He stated every person they spoke to had the same 

story.  A subdivision is approved and the people who have moved in are upset because 

they moved to a rural town and they do not want it to grow.  He spoke about the rights of 

property owners to develop their property.   

 

David Lawrence, Jr. commented on the cost and the lack of water to continue farming.  

Mrs. Chapell reported they have three different pieces of property they are looking to 

rezone on the May 13th Planning Commission Meeting.  She commented that she sees 

things on Facebook where people are complaining about the growth.  She felt it was 

important for the people of Grantsville to understand that farming is no longer 

economically feasible.  Mayor Marshall stated he has tried to explain that to different 

people.  He spoke about the cost to purchase the equipment needed for farming.   
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Mrs. Chapell pointed out they are planning for the future and they do not plan to sell their 

property at this time.  She commented on how hard it is to get a tractor on to City streets.  

She stated that while people want to see an agricultural area with a hay field in this whole 

block, they do not understand how much it costs to farm.  It is no longer feasible to farm.  

She felt the City needs to have a good infrastructure plan in place to stay ahead of the 

growth.  Mayor Marshall stated most of the projects the City has completed have been on 

infrastructure.  He said the Main Street Project should have been completed twenty years 

ago.  He gave some of the reasons it took so long to get done.          

 

3. Adjourn. 

 

Motion:  Councilman Stice made a motion to adjourn.  Councilman Rowberry seconded 

the motion.  The meeting was adjourned at 6:48 p.m.   


